










THE JOY OF BEING TOGETHER1
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We have gone through a lot of experiences during the holidays. 
These experiences fill up our lives. If we are careful through them 
we will become better persons.

Look at the picture and discuss it with your friends. 
What do you think is the feeling that these children are 
experiencing?

1.1 The Holidays are over!

Activity 1

The Joy of being together
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Talk about your experiences with your 
classmates. 

Thank you Jesus ______________________

because ____________________________

____________________________________

Activity 2

A.
In class I show 
respect when:                                      

1.

B.
 I collaborate 

with my friends 
when: 

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

Jesus is happy when we are happy. He wishes that 
we collaborate and respect each other. 

This makes life worth living.

2.

1.

2.
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All our life experiences are gifts. Some are nicer than others. But 
we need them all because they all help us to become better 
persons.

Read the story

1.2 All our experiences are gifts!

Activity 1

Nathan, a 8 year old boy moved house. It was 
summer and so Nathan found himself alone and 
without friends. He wished to find someone to 
play with. While alone he thought of the many 
times he quarreled with his friends, wanted to 
have his way and so disrupt games. He started 
feeling sorry for all that he had done. One day, 
Jamie his new neighbor invited him to his house. 
Nathan was really pleased. He promised 
himself that he was going to  change his ways.

a)   What does this experience show?

b)  How do you think Nathan took this    
 experience?

c)  How can the people around us help us   
 to become better?

Discuss:

The Joy of being together
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Fill in around the word ‘Collaboration’ the qualities that 
we should change. One has been done for you.

We do not always thank or praise the Lord 
for all those around us.

Lord Jesus, we are really pleased 
___________________________________

___________________________________

Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

COLLABORATION

pray
for

others



The Joy of being together
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I live with other people who take care of me and help me. With 
their help I can grow into a better person. Not all the people help 
me in the same way. There are those who give me good advice, 
those who are priceless because they serve as good example to 
me.

 1.3  I am not an island

Discuss and match.Activity 1

1 with beliefs different 
from mine

I need to tolerate 
and respect

4

Everyone, whatever 
their beliefs.2 I should believe in 

and respect those

3 If I  take good advice.To tolerate means

I grow up properly
Leaving everybody 
to express oneself.
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Not everyone is like me or has the same beliefs 
as I have.

Jake used to quarrel a lot with his 
grandparents. They were always ready  to 
embrace him and discuss with him his 
behavior?  

A good quality in the grandparents was 

_________________________________________
 
Lord Jesus, thank you  

_________________________________________

Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

We agree on these

1

2



The Joy of being together

I share my life with the people around me. We have to work 
together, appreciate each other and give in to each other. This 
will  make us all happy .

Mark where you agree and where 
you don’t.

1.4  Being different but being friends

Activity 1

                Agree       Disagree

1. Everybody has good qualities.

2. We have people around us  
 who hinder us from living well.

3. People who love us leave us  
 to do what we like.

4. Jesus shows us what it means  
 to really love.

5. It is not right to obey what our  
 guardians tell us to do.

7
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Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

Discuss and mark in the star

Although the bell rang, the teacher 
continued to explain to Mark a 
sum which he has not as yet 
grasped.

The football team had to go in 
together for the match. We waited 
for Mark who has not yet turned up. 

Ahmud, an Arabic said that he 
goes to the Mosk to pray. We 
explained that the place where 
we as Christian pray is called 
church.

Saint John Bosco taught that if we want to be 
happy we  _____________________________

Lord Jesus, we do not always  _________________

___________________________________________

1, tolerance • 2. Togetherness • 3. Respect 

1



The Joy of being together
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Our house rules help us to live in harmony with each other.  At 
school we also have  rules that guide us to learn and advance in 
life. God also gave us the Bible which serves as  a guide for us to 
live at peace with ourselves and with God.

1.5 The Bible helps us to live better.

Activity 1

New  •  Bible  • Old  •  Holy  • Evangelists  • God

Fill in with the right word.

The _______________________ presents the story of Salvation. It 

is divided into two. The __________________ Testament and the 

_______________ one.  In the New Testament we find the life of Christ 

written  by the four ______________________ .  These were helped to 

write what ______________________ wanted through the help of the 

_______________ Spirit. 
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Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

Discuss and match the Evangelists with 
their symbol.

St. Matthew • St. Luke • St. John •  St. Mark 

Saint Luke

Before writing the Bible, the Evangelists asked 
and prayed. Before doing something we need to 
do the same.

Thank you Jesus for ____________________________

cow lion eagle angel



The Joy of being together
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After Jesus died, the apostles gathered together to help as one 
community. They felt the need to support each other because 
they were really afraid, now that Jesus was gone. But Jesus was 
not going to leave them alone. He sent them the Holy Spirit.

Finish the sentences.

1.6 The Holy Spirit really helps us!

Activity 1

  

  

1. The apostles were gathered together. 

  

2. They were afraid  __________________________________.

3. All of a sudden they heard the strong howling wind 

4. On their heads ________________________________________ 

   and they were filled with courage.

5. They went out and preached __________________________.
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Courage really helps us to do great 
things

Jesus, we thank you for sending us the

______________________________________

in Pentacoste.

Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

Discuss and write two names of apostles.

Happy

Troubled

courageous

Confused

Mark how you think these
two apostles felt.



The Joy of being together
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With our good qualities we help others unite as well. When we 
respect each other and when we are honest we show that we 
are   following  Jesus.

What can we do so that the people around us live as a 
family?

1.7 I share what I have with you 

Activity 1

H
on

est
y
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Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

Read, discuss and continue the sentences.

The year four class had two new comers. They were seated near Kurt 
who started to befriend them .The rest of the class did not seem to 
care about them. Kurt started a conversation with them and they 
became friends. They talked about Malta and about Hungary and 
Etiopia, their birth places. Yuri and Khaled even brought some 
pictures to show to Kurt.  With the teacher’s permission all three of 
them worked on a presentation which they showed to the rest of the 
class. Everyone was really amazed. 

a)  When we encounter people from other countries we should

b)    Kurt, Yuri and Khaled deserved to be praised because

c)  After the presentation, the rest of the class felt 

Jesus knows our hearts. So we have to 
work on having a pure heart.

Lord Jesus help me to 

_________________________________
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When we find difficulty to understand something or when our 
friends quarrel with us, we feel lost. This is the time when we need 
help. This is the time we need courage to go on. 

1.8 Never give up!



Discuss and answer.Activity 1

Story 1

John is an old man who lives alone. He 
finds it difficult to go out. Many times 
Mark would ring John’s door bell and 
then escape. Jamie on the other hand 
runs errands for him and finds great joy 
in sharing sweets with John which his 
mother used to make.

Who needed help? 
______________________________________

Who was actually helping out?  
____________________

We have to be like_________________ 

so that _____________________________

One good quality that Jamie had was 
______________________________________

16
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Who are the missionaries? They are those 
that help wholeheartedly. We have to be 
missionaries as well.

Lord Jesus, help me to be ______________

_______________________________________

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

Story 2
Rashid comes from Pakistan and so he is without 
friends. Abigail decided to talk to him and stay 
with him during break. So Rashid and Abigail 
became great friends and they learned a lot from 
each other.

Who was in need of some help? 
____________________________________
Who was helping out? 
____________________________________
We have to try to be like _____________________  
so that  ____________________________________

Abigail’s good quality here was
____________________________________

Activity 2
Discuss and answer.



WORKING TO BE BETTER2
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joy help egoism

solidarity honesty sacrifice

pride agreement unity

God wants everyone to feel special and to feel loved. So he 
gave us our first community. Jesus also had a family and he was 
happy in it. When someone shows us that he cares, we feel 
happy and so can appreciate more the beauty around us. 

Discuss the word ‘Community’ and colour the words that go 
with it.

2.1 The First Community

Activity 1

Working to be better



Activity 2

Activity 3
Discuss and pray

Look at the picture. Discuss and fill in.
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When we think about all that we receive from 
those who look after us, we really have to thank 
God.

Lord Jesus thank  ___________________________

____________________________________________

This is the first community that 
we find ourselves in. The 
people in the picture are 

__________________ of a family.

1.  In a family there has to be ___________________________________.

2.  The most important part of the picture is ______________________.

3.  The heart shows  ____________________________________________.

4.  In the family we give and _____________________________________.



We don’t really imagine how lucky we are when in the morning we 
wake up, make the sign of the cross and know that at a certain time 
we will be going to school and in the evening we will be attending a 
catechism class or a sporting activity. In these communities we will 
be of different ages. We meet so that together we will become better 
persons.

What makes the school community one of unity, respect 
and joy? Discuss and colour the ones that fit.

2.2 On our way to school and in the afternoon

21
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Working to be better

Activity 1



Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray
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Discuss the organizations that you attend. Share 
where you are finding yourself really great and 
where you are developing into a better person.

Lord Jesus I feel 
_______________________________________

________________________________________

Amongst the many organizations that we go to after school, 

there are the ______________________ ones. Here we learn about 

______________ and the way we should live to be good Christians. 

These organisations are part of the church because the church 

with the help of these organisations helps us to get closer to 

__________________ and to our neighbours.  Jesus used to go to 

the ___________________ to learn and be with his peers as well.

Synagogue • God • Church • religious • Jesus 

Discuss and fill in with the right word.



When we learn, we discover more of ourselves and so we learn 
to think, experiment and with a little bit of help we can make our 
choices. We attribute all this to God, who because he loves us, 
he gives us different kinds of help. 

  2.3 Can you give me a helping hand please?  

Discuss and write what help you are getting from these 
communities . Draw or use pictures of another community 
you attend

Activity 1

23

Working to be better



Not everybody agrees with me or believes 
what I believe.

Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray
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At times when in the company of others we talk 
against one another.

Lord Jesus I wish 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

At home we learn1

2

3

4

5

1

From what we see and 
experience

At school we learn

In class we listen to 
each other

We meet children coming 
from different cultures 

and 

and learn to respect each 
other even though we do not 

always agree.

we have to respect the way they 
live and what they believe in.

we learn how to look at life.

to love and be loved.

and support each other.
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Throughout his life, Jesus showed how precious it is to have 
someone who takes care of you. He showed us how to show 
gratitude towards all that is done for us.

2.4 Worth more than gold!

Activity 1

There are many ways in which we can 
show respect. Discuss and colour the ones that fit.

Working to be better

Appreciate everyone.

I do what i want.

I give in.

Say ‘Thanks’.

Listen to others.

Work in a team.

I lie.

I Congratulate.

If Jesus was among us, which words would we mark?
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Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

Discuss and fill in.

Jesus was one who also went to learn, so he 
himself has a lot to teach us.

Lord Jesus, I wish to be like you in 
______________________________________________

______________________________________________

When I work in a team I learn to listen ___________________________

When I say sorry I admit _________________________________________

When I show appreciation for another’s work I am ________________   

When I appreciate everyone, I believe that ______________________

happy with what was done.

listen and accept others; opinions.

everybody has beauty in him.

my mistake.

and accept others’ opinion
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Jesus lived in his community in Nazareth. He lived a simple life 
amongst hard working  people . From an early age he showed 
signs that he was eager to learn to discover his surroundings and 
help all those in need. 

2.5 Nazareth – the village where Jesus lived

Activity 1

Jesus was a boy like us but he was without sin. What 
do you think Jesus did as a boy?

Working to be better
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Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

Discuss and match.

Every Saturday, Jesus, Mary and Joseph, like any 
other Jewish family, used to go to the synagogue 
to pray and praise God. We also meet God in 
church.

Lord Jesus you are everywhere but 
in  _________________________________________ 

The most important place in 
Nazareth was worship for the Jews..1

2

3

4

5

The synagogue was a place 
of the Rabbi.

on benches.

the Synagogue.

The person who looks after the 
Synagogue was 

Important people used to sit 

Poor people used to sit on the floor.
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Every child who is born has an identity. This makes us special 
and different from one another. It is important to know the things 
that make us unique. Do you think there is a resemblance 
between me and Jesus?

Stick your photo in the mirror. Under the mirror write 
down a good quality which makes you look like 
Jesus.

2.6  What do you see in the mirror?

Working to be better

Activity 1
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We have a lot of children who do not want to 
learn or who do not have anyone to teach 
them.

Lord Jesus I wish ________________________

and so I pray to ________________________

________________________________________

Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

Jesus learnt from his family, from the synagogue and 
from his own environment. From where did you learn new 
things? Discuss.
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At times we find it difficult to discover what God wants from us. 
Sometimes we feel we are useless although we try. 

Joseph was from _______________ in Italy. He was not good at 

_______________ and even his ________________used to  shun him. 

He started to believe that he was good for nothing. He did not 

know how to write or _____________ . He started to study the 

_____________ trade but could not continue.  When he wanted to 

become a ___________________ he was not accepted. Finally he 

went with some monks to take care of the __________________ . It 

was here that he decided to change his life. He started to study 

and in the end he succeeded to pass his _______________ and he 

became a priest. He used to help a lot of people and he used to 

say; ‘Have courage! God has a plan for you’,

After you listen to the story of Saint Joseph’s from 
Copertino, fill in with the right word.

2.7 God has a plan for you!

Working to be better

Activity 1

family • Naples • shoe • school • priest 
 read • horses • exams
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Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

Discuss the incident when Jesus was lost in the temple. 
And after three days his mother and father found him in 
the temple amongst learned men. Write two adjectives to 
describe Jesus and another two to describe the learned 
people in the temple. Colour the picture.

A lot of children lose heart and lack 
behind. We have to help.

Lord Jesus _____________________________ 

________________________________________

Jesus:

Learned men:
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We do not always understand why we have to learn and 
discover new things. We do not always understand that learning 
new things enable us to get to know ourselves better, learn to 
love God and others more. 

2.8  Growing in grace

Working to be better
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Read this sentence from the Bible and 
discuss it with your friends.

Activity 1



35

Activity 2

Activity 3 Discuss and pray

Look at these pictures and discuss the way these 
children are growing in wisdom and in grace.

We truly have to help each other.

Lord Jesus, give us the grace to 
 
_____________________________________

_____________________________________















































The Christmas 
tree originated 

The first Crib 
came from 

Discuss and pray 

A.c:11.,,1y 
Christmas traditions. < 

Father Christmas 
originated 

When we know exactly what we would be 
celebrating, that would be a real Christmas. 

Jesus I wish 
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